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Note of last LGA Executive meeting
	Title:


	LGA Executive

	Date:


	Thursday 22 January 2015

	Venue:
	Westminster Suite, 8th Floor, Local Government House, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance

An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note

	Item
	Decisions and actions
	Action


<AI1>

	1  
	Declarations of Interest
 
	

	
	No declarations were made. 


	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Ambulance Strike
 
	

	
	Members discussed the potential Ambulance Strike which was scheduled for the following week and the contingency plans that were being put in place. 


	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	Local Government Finance Settlement 2015/16
 
	

	
	Cllr Claire Kober (Resources Board Chair) introduced the report by summarising the LGA’s activity on the 2015/16 Local Government Finance Settlement; including briefings in the Houses of Parliament.  She outlined the headline issues within the settlement, as well as summarised the key messages within the LGA’s formal response to the Settlement consultation.   

In the discussion that followed, Members made a number of comments, including: 

· Serious concerns were expressed regarding: the implications of the proposal to potentially extend council tax referendum limits to include certain town and parish councils; the significant backlog of business rates appeal; and the impact of the universal free school meals offer on school funding.  

· Members expressed frustration at the continued lack of clarity regarding Deprivation of Liberty and the uncertainty caused by the absence of a commitment from Government to fund this new burden. 

· With reference to the changes in revenue spending power for local authorities, there was a discussion as to the manner in which these figures could be presented so as to illustrate the overall reduction in spending. 

Decision 

The LGA Executive noted the report and asked that their comments inform the LGA’s lobbying on the 2015/16 Local Government Finance Settlement. 


	


</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	Notes of the last Leadership Board meetings
 
	

	
	Decision

The LGA Executive noted the minutes of the previous Leadership Board meetings which had been held on 11 December 2014 and 21 January 2015. 


	


</AI4>

<AI5>

	5  
	Exclusion of Press and Public
 
	

	
	The press and public were excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the consideration of the below confidential items. 


	


</AI5>

<AI6>

	6  
	Note of last LGA Executive meeting held on 11 December 2014
 
	

	
	Decision

The LGA Executive agreed the minutes of the previous Executive meeting held on 11 December 2014. 

	


</AI6>

<AI7>

	7  
	Independent Commission on Local Government Finance (Confidential)

	


</AI7>

<AI8>

	8  
	The Future Governance of England (Confidential)
 
	

	
	
	


</AI8>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	 Cllr David Sparks OBE (Chair)
	Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council


	 Cllr Jim McMahon (Vice-Chair)
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	Cllr Gary Porter (Vice-Chair)
	South Holland District Council

	Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson (Vice-Chair)
	Portsmouth City Council

	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE (Vice-Chair)
	Lincolnshire County Council


	 Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE
	Stevenage Borough Council

	Mayor Sir Steve Bullock
	Lewisham London Borough Council

	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council

	Cllr Claire Kober
	Haringey Council

	Cllr Ann Lucas OBE
	Coventry City Council

	Cllr Peter Box CBE
	Wakefield Metropolitan District Council

	Cllr Judi Billing
	North Hertfordshire District Council

	Cllr Mike Jones
	Cheshire West and Chester Council

	Cllr Philippa Roe
	Westminster City Council

	Cllr David Hodge
	Surrey County Council

	Cllr Neil Clarke MBE
	Rushcliffe Borough Council

	Cllr Izzi Seccombe
	Warwickshire County Council

	Cllr Peter Fleming
	Sevenoaks District Council

	Mayor Dorothy Thornhill MBE
	Watford Borough Council

	Cllr Chris White
	Hertfordshire County Council

	Cllr Jeremy Hilton
	Gloucestershire County Council

	Cllr Ian Stephens
	Isle of Wight Council

	Cllr Robert Dutton OBE
	Wrexham County Borough Council

	Cllr Chris Townsend
	Mole Valley District Council

	Cllr Mike Eathorne-Gibbons
	Cornwall Council

	Cllr Gordon Keymer CBE
	South East England Councils (SEEC)

	Mayor Jules Pipe
	London Councils

	Cllr Martin Hill OBE
	East Midlands Councils

	Cllr Roger Lawrence
	West Midlands LGA

	Cllr Paul Watson
	Association of North East Councils

	Cllr Barrie Grunewald
	North West Regional Leaders Board

	Cllr Jason Ablewhite
	Huntingdonshire District Council

	Cllr David Phillips
	Welsh Local Government Assoc. (WLGA)

	Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
	County Councils Network (CCN)

	Cllr Gillian Brown
	District Councils Network


	 Cllr Judith Blake
	Leeds City Council


	Apologies:
	 Cllr Keith Wakefield
	Leeds City Council

	
	Cllr Peter Reeve
	Cambridgeshire County Council

	
	Cllr John Hart
	South West Councils

	
	Cllr Tony Jackson
	East of England Local Government Association (EELGA)

	
	Cllr Stephen Parnaby OBE
	Local Government Yorkshire and Humber (LGYH)

	
	Alderman Sir David Wootton
	Local Partnerships

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	SIGOMA
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